
REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Boater 

 
Address 

 
City  St:  Zip  

 
Date of Birth 

 
Phone # 

 
E-mail 

 
Boat Brand 

 

 
Non-Boater 

 
Address 

 
City  St:  Zip  

 
Date of Birth 

 
Phone # 

 
E-mail 

 

Boaters Signature  

Non-Boater Signature  

I agree to uphold all written and verbal rules. 

I release Florida BASS Nation, and Leesburg Parks & Recreation of any all liabilities. 

Entry: Tournament entry fee is $100, which includes Big Bass of $10. Online entry fee 
is due by Friday, June 14, 2019 by 6:00 PM. Onsite entry available the morning of the 
tournament starting at 5:00 AM. 

Participation & Eligibility: Boat operator must be at least 18-years of age. Parent’s 
signature required for any minor fishing the event. Entry form must be filled out 
completely and signed by both participants. 

Parent’s Signature  

OFFICIAL RULES 

The interpretation and enforcement of these rules shall be left exclusively to the FBN 
Tournament Director and the tournament staff (hereinafter referred to as “Tournament 
Officials”).  In the event of a rule violation, the Tournament Director or a rules committee 
may impose such sanctions as deemed appropriate, including without limitation, 
disqualification, forfeiture of prizes, entry fee and prohibition from participation in 
subsequent tournaments. 

Any rules violations must be reported to tournament officials immediately for the 
appropriate penalties to be applied. 

Teams are expected to obey all applicable Florida Boating or Fishing and Wildlife 
Statutes and Rules.  Violation of such statutes or rules may result in your 
disqualification from tournament and being banned from future participation in FBN 
Tournaments. All local, state, and federal laws supersede FBN Tournament Rules. 

It is the duty and responsibility of every angler to report any violations or infractions of 
these Tournament Rules to the Tournament Officials. Failure to report violations or 
suggestions to violate these rules is cause for disqualification. 

Teams, who wish to lodge a protest concerning a “rules violation”, must do so within 
fifteen (15) minutes after the tournament weigh-in has been completed, but prior to 
the presentation of the awards. 

The decision of the Tournament Officials shall be final in these and all 
tournament related matters. 

Sportsmanship: Competitors are expected to follow the highest standards of 
sportsmanship, courtesy, safety and conservation. Any infractions of these basic 
and fundamental sporting principles may be cause for disqualification. 

The use of alcohol or illicit drugs by a competitor during an FBN Team 
Tournament will not be tolerated and will be cause for automatic disqualification 
from the tournament.  

It is the duty and responsibility of all competitors to show extreme courtesy 
toward non-competitors who may be angling or boating on the tournament 
waters. Any actions of tournament competitors that may reflect unfavorably on 
the FBN’s efforts to promote fisheries conservation, clean waters, courtesy and 
safety are grounds for disqualification from the tournament.  

Alcoholic beverages, illegal stimulants or depressants will not be allowed in a 
competitor’s boat during an FBN Tournament. This rule shall apply to the weigh-
in area as well.  

Insurance: All boats must have a mandatory minimum of $300,000 liability 
insurance. This is the user/owner responsibility. Anglers must be able to provide 
proof of insurance. 

Safety: Safe boat operation is the responsibility of all tournament competitors.  

All competitors are required to wear a Coast Guard approved “chest-type” life 
jacket anytime the boat’s combustion engine is operating. The life jacket must 
remain securely fastened until the competitor reaches his fishing location and 
the combustion engine is shut off. A violation of this rule shall be reason for 
disqualification. 

Tournament Officials may delay or cancel the start of the tournament for 
inclement weather or other factors that would endanger the safety of the 
competitors. Additionally, tournament waters may be restricted because of 
inclement weather or other safety reasons during the event. 

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY SITUATION, TEAMS SHOULD CALL 
911 FIRST AND ONCE SAFE THEN NOTIFIES TOURNAMENT OFFICIALS 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.    

Boat and Motor: All boats must be equipped with all required U.S. Coast Guard 
safety equipment. 

For safety reasons, ALL boats must be equipped with an operable ignition “kill” 
switch that must be attached to the driver’s body anytime the combustion engine 
is operating.  

Anytime a boat is “under way” with the combustion engine running, a driver/boat 
operator must be in the driver’s seat and in full control of the craft. 

An electric trolling motor may be used for slow maneuvering. The use of the 
electric controlling motor or the combustion engine for trolling as a method of 
fishing is prohibited. The “LONG LINING” or “STROLLING” technique is NOT 
allowed. 

No portable tanks or containers capable of holding gasoline may be placed 
anywhere on the tournament waters or shoreline, for use by tournament 
competitors. 

No air boats may be used to fish from during a FBN Tournament.  

All boats must have a functional “bilge pump” and live-well, properly aerated to 
adequately maintain alive, a limit catch of bass in the boat.  

At no time shall a Tournament Official be prohibited from approaching or 
boarding a competitor’s boat at any time during the Tournament for the purpose 
of inspecting the boat. Anyone refusing to have their boat inspected shall be 
disqualified from the tournament and all entry fees and prizes or prize money 
shall be forfeited. 

Boat Operation: During tournament hours, contestants may not obtain or 
receive assistance from non-competitors, follow a non-competitor’s boat or 
participate in the practice of “hole-sitting” or the placing of markers by anyone. 

The use of mobile communication devices, including, but not limited to, cellular 
phones, marine radios, walkie-talkies, CB radios, etc., during tournament hours,  

is strictly prohibited except in an emergency (severe weather, disabled boat, etc.) 
or to communicate with lockmasters. 

Contestants are expected to remain on tournament waters and compete until the 
official end of the tournament, emergency situations notwithstanding. Failure to do 
so may result in ineligibility to compete in future FBN Tournaments.  

A competitor may not leave the boat to land a fish.  

In a credible emergency situation, such as an inoperable boat, one or both 
competitors may transfer to another tournament boat, or a rescue boat, for 
immediate return to the weigh-in site.  

A competitor who chooses to remain with the disabled boat to await rescue, waives 
the right to protest or challenge the official weight of his catch. All competitors 
involved in the rescue must cease fishing at this point, and their catch must be 
verified by a Tournament Official in order to be counted in the official tournament 
weigh-in.  

If after the emergency situation is resolved by the Tournament Officials and 
enough time is left for the anglers to resume fishing, a “restart” will be allowed, and 
the competitors may continue fishing and their catch will be counted. The 
aforementioned procedure applies only to a credible emergency.  

Failure of a competitor to render assistance to another competitor in an emergency 
situation, when requested, may be cause for immediate disqualification. 

A boat must remain in tournament waters during tournament hours. Contestants 
must leave and return to the official check-in point by boat, and both competitors 
must remain in the boat except in the case of “natures call” or a credible 
emergency.  

No Trailering: Loading a boat onto a trailer and driving to a ramp other than the 
official tournament launch site, during tournament hours, is strictly prohibited, 
except under the express direction and authority of the Tournament Officials. 

Official Checkpoint: Tournament Officials will announce a blast off time, 
otherwise tournament hours are safe daylight until 3:00 p.m. Tournament hours 
may be increased or decreased by the Tournament Officials.  

Prior to launch time, all competitors’ boats will be inspected by a Tournament 
Official for compliance with tournament requirements.  

Prior to the start of a FBN Team Tournament, each boat operator will be assigned 
a boat/Team number. At the end of the tournament day, all competitors will “check-
in” with this assigned number before proceeding to the weigh-in area. 

After proper recognition at the check-in point, all fishing must cease, and 
competitors should immediately proceed to the weigh-in area.  
Scoring & Fish Care: Only Largemouth Bass will be weighed for this event. 

Tournament standings, contingency awards and final winners shall be 
determined by using scales measuring in hundredths of a pound for each team’s 
catch. 

Don’t Kill Your Catch! A Team should make every effort to maintain the welfare 
of its catch throughout the day. Any fish that appears to have been mangled, 
mashed, mauled or otherwise altered will be weighed and credited only at the 
discretion of tournament officials. 

After Teams check-in at the official checkpoint, they MUST present all LEGAL fish 
in their possession to a tournament official to be counted, measured and weighed. 
Once a team’s catch is verified by a tournament official, that team may not return 
to the boat until their catch has been weighed and recorded. Teams should stay 
together until their fish are weighed. 

The Official Tournament length for bass shall be twelve (12) inches. Only bass 
described above that measure 12 inches or more in length on an "Official Golden 
Rule" with mouth closed will be weighed. Exemptions will be provided for 
exceeding State regulations. In the event exemptions are not provided, State 
Regulations will prevail. A “short” fish brought to the scales for weigh-in shall result 
in the loss of that fish and shall result in a penalty of 1-pound for each such bass, 
which penalty shall be deducted from the total score of the team. Courtesy 
measurements will NOT be permitted at the weigh-in station however, teams may  

check their boat rulers to the FBN board the morning of the tournament to make 

sure the boards are the same. 

At no time shall a team have in their possession more than the tournament limit. 
When one angler on the team is in the “act of culling”, the other angler may 
continue to fish. Should the second angler catch a fish while the first angler is 
“in the act of culling”, all fishing must cease until the additional fish are culled.  
If a team determines they have over the limit, they must immediately reduce 
their catch to the tournament limit with a live bass of their choice from their 
catch. Each returned bass will result in a 2-pound penalty to be deducted from 
their daily score. In this case, competitors must attempt to notify tournament 
officials and if unsuccessful must notify officials at check in.  Once a team is 
checked in, they must present all legal bass to tournament officials at the 
verification table. If competitors at the verification table have more than the 
tournament limit, the competitor will reduce with live bass to the tournament 
limit and each returned bass will result in a 2-pound penalty to be deducted 
from their daily score. If a team has their fish verified, weighed and upon 
returning to the boat discovers additional fish over the tournament limit that 
were not presented to officials; the angler must notify tournament officials 
before any awards are presented to receive a 2-pound penalty for each bass 
discovered. 

Specially designed bags which increase survival rate will be furnished and must 
be used for the weigh-in. No other bags are to be used to bring fish to the weigh- 
in area when these bags are in use. These weigh-in bags are the property of 
the FBN and must be returned. Anyone caught with an FBN weigh-in bag in 
their possession after a tournament is over may be disqualified from future FBN 
Tournaments. 

Special Exception: If special weigh-in bags are not in use, competitors may 
bring their fish to the scales in their own bags and only when instructed by 
Tournament Officials. 

Catch & Release: Culling of Dead Bass is Prohibited 

For each legal dead bass presented to weigh-in officials, the team will be 
penalized a quarter of a pound of weight (4-ounces), which will be deducted 
from their daily score. For the purpose of this rule only, a “Dead Fish” will be 
considered any fish that is not moving. 

The Tournament Director, or his/her designees, shall have sole authority for 
assessing penalty points. In addition, the Tournament Director, or his/her 
designees, may reduce tournament hours or tournament limits for fish care 
purposes.  It is suggested in warm weather tournaments anglers keep extra ice 
for fish care.  Contestants may purchase ice on the water. 

It is recommended competitors keep all bass in live wells during the culling 
process.  Placing bass on the boat carpet during culling is not an advised 
practice. 

Bass must not be stringered at any time during the tournament. 

Non-penetrating culling clips are allowed but not recommended. Any other clip 
or device that penetrates the skin or mouth of a fish is not allowed.  
Late Penalty: Teams who are not at the official check-in point, at the appointed 
time, shall be penalized at the rate of one (1) pound per minute late; to be 
deducted from the total weight of the teams catch that day, including any weight 
to be counted toward a “big bass award”. Any team more than 15 minutes late 
shall lose all credit for that day’s catch. There shall be no excuse for tardiness, 
and in no case, shall a competitor be allowed to make up “lost time”. 

Ties: In case of a tie, the following measures should be employed in this order to 
break the tie if no big fish was weighed. 

1. The team with the largest number of legal fish weighed in during the competition. 

2. The team with the largest number of legal LIVE fish weighed in during the 
competition. 

3. In the unlikely event that there is still a tie, the prizes and awards will be evenly split 
between the two teams. In the instance where merchandise is involved, it will 
be awarded as determined by tournament officials.  

 



 

 


